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Animals in the Bible – Oxen
Oxen are large and strong cattle that can be used to slowly 
pull very heavy loads.  During Bible times, oxen would often be 
helpful with pulling equipment used for difficult farming tasks 
such as breaking sod or plowing in wet, heavy, or clay-filled soil. 
Sometimes oxen were used to help thresh grain (loosening grain 
from the stalk). 

Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is 
threshing” (1 Timothy 5:18). 

To assist the oxen in pulling heavier loads, a yoke was used 
which was designed to rest over the neck and shoulder of the 
cattle.

Jesus referred to a yoke when he said, “Come to Me, and I will 
give you rest. The yoke I will give you is easy, and the load I will 
put on you is light” (Matthew 11:25–30).

In the New Testament book of Revelation 4:6–8, four living 
beings are seen in John’s vision. These appear as a lion, an ox, 
a man, and an eagle.
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