
The city of Nineveh
Nineveh was an ancient Assyrian city of Upper 
Mesopotamia. This city still exists today, located on the 
outskirts of Mosul in modern-day northern Iraq.

Nineveh was one of the oldest and greatest cities in 
antiquity. In the Bible, Nineveh is first mentioned in 
Genesis 10:11. It was the flourishing capital of the 
Assyrian Empire and was the home of King Sennacherib, 
the king of Assyria, during the Biblical reign of King 
Hezekiah and the lifetime of the Judean prophet Isaiah.

The city’s Biblical link is also to the prophet Jonah. The 
city had become wicked, so God sent Jonah to warn the 
Ninevites of their coming destruction. However the people 
of Nineveh repented of their evil ways, and as a result, 
God spared the city.

Read the story of Jonah and the city of Nineveh in the 
book of Jonah, chapters 1 to 4.
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