
The City of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, an important city in the Middle East, is located on a 
plateau in the Judaean Mountains between the Mediterranean Sea 
and the Dead Sea.

For millennia (thousands of years), Jerusalem has been an 
important city. The first Biblical reference to Jerusalem is found in 
the story of Abraham with Melchizedek (see Hebrew chapter 7, 
verses 1 and 2) which was then called Salem. (See Psalm chapter 
76, verse 1 and 2) 

Another name given to Jerusalem was Jebus (see Judges chapter 
19, verse 10). Later, David marched on Jebus and captured “the 
fortress of Zion” and called it the City of David (see 2 Samuel 
chapter 5, verses 4 to 10).

The actual name Jerusalem first occurred in Joshua chapter 10, 
verses 1 to 6. It was in Jerusalem that Solomon built the temple 
and his palace. Later the Babylonians destroyed the city and took 
its inhabitants as captives. Jerusalem was eventually rebuilt by 
Nehemiah (see Nehemiah chapter 2, verses 1 to 6).

Today, the location of Jerusalem is in the country Israel. 
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