
The City of Dothan
Dothan was a city located to the north of Jerusalem. Dothan 
was first mentioned in the Bible in connection with the story of 
Joseph as the area where Jacob’s sons had moved their flocks.

When Joseph went to see his brothers, they were so enraged 
by jealousy that they sold him as a slave to a caravan of 
Ishmaelites who were traveling to Egypt.

Dothan is later mentioned in the book of 2 Kings in connection 
with the prophet Elisha where he and his servant observe a 
vision of chariots and horses of fire protecting them from the 
camp of enemies surrounding the city.

The mound known as Tell Dothan in current times has been 
identified as the Biblical site of Dothan.

You can read the story of Joseph sold as a slave in Genesis 17, 
verses 13 through 36; and the vision of God’s Heavenly army in 
2 Kings, chapter 6, verses 8 through 23.
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