
Jobs in the Bible – Tanner
A tanner is someone who tans animal hides (skins) to 
produce leather. During Bible times, they were expected 
to live and work on the town outskirts near water for 
the sake of the tanning work and due to the bad odors 
produced by it. It was laborious work to transform skins 
into the final leather product.

Leather was widely used in Biblical times for sandals and 
shoes, harnesses for animals, bottles for transporting and 
storing liquid, and it was also used for parchment.

At one time, Simon Peter stayed for many days with a 
tanner in Joppa named Simon. While there, one day 
when praying, God sent a vision to encourage Peter to 
share the teachings of Jesus with “Gentiles.” This was an 
important new step for the young Christian church as up 
to that time they were only reaching Jewish people. Now 
the good news of Jesus and his teachings was for all 
people. (Acts 10 and 11:1–18.)
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