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Heroes of Faith – Jacob
Jacob—the son of Isaac, the grandson of Abraham, and the twin 
brother of Esau—was the father of twelve sons who became the 
ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Though Esau was the firstborn son, Jacob stole the birthright 
from Esau by deceiving his father to receive his blessing. Jacob 
then fled to Padan-Aram, where through further deceitful acts, 
he married Leah and Rachel.

Jacob eventually returned to his homeland with his family. One 
night, after wrestling with an angel, God gave him a new name, 
“Israel.” Shortly after, he again met with his brother Esau, who 
forgave Jacob, and the brothers were reunited.

Jacob changed from being a deceiver, and God forgave and 
honored him. Hebrews 11:21 explains that after a long life, 
it was by faith that Jacob blessed both of Joseph’s sons just 
before he died, and he bowed in worship to God while leaning 
on his walking stick.

Read the story of Jacob in Genesis 27–33.
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