
Jobs in the Bible – Tentmakers
The patriarchs of the Bible dwelt in tents (Hebrew 11:8–9; 
Genesis 4:20). We read of them moving to various places in the 
land while living in tents (Genesis 13:18; 18:1–2). Tents in Israel 
were a main form of dwelling and remain so to this day in Bedouin 
cultures.

In Bible times, tentmakers wove camel or goat hair to produce 
strips of cloth. Then they sewed the strips together to make tents 
for travelers. (Exodus 36:14.) Tents were also made from leather; 
others were made from linen. 

The cloth was draped over tentpoles and then drawn out on the 
sides by rope and stakes. The most famous tent in Israel was the 
Tabernacle.

Acts 18:3 explains that the apostle Paul was a tentmaker by 
trade. In Corinth, Paul needing a way to support himself, works 
with a couple who also made tents, Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 
18:1–3). They became such close friends that when Paul left 
Corinth to begin missionary work in Ephesus, he took Priscilla and 
Aquila with him (Acts 18:18).
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