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Heroes of Faith - Zachariah
The Gospel of Luke begins with the story of Zachariah, an elderly 
priest, who had been chosen to burn incense in the temple during 
the time of prayer. While performing his duties, the archangel 
Gabriel appeared to Zachariah and told him that his wife Elizabeth 
would give birth to a son who would be a prophet. 

Because he and his wife were old and had never had children, 
Zachariah didn’t believe this could happen. Gabriel told him that due 
to his disbelief, he wouldn’t be able to speak until his son was born.

After Elizabeth gave birth, her family and neighbors called the baby 
Zachariah, after his father. But Elizabeth told them that the baby 
would be named John. They then asked Zachariah, who wrote on a 
tablet, “His name is John.”

Immediately, Zachariah regained his voice and praised God. He 
was filled with the Holy Ghost and prophesied about the coming 
salvation and that his son, John, would be a prophet who would 
prepare the way for the Lord.

Read this story in Luke 1:5–25 and 57–80.
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