
Jobs in the Bible – Fishermen
Fishing is not easy work, and it was especially difficult for 
fishermen in Bible times who stood on a bank while throwing 
their nets out into the water or dragged nets through the 
water at night as they rowed a wooden boat. Fishermen in 
Bible times often fished at night to avoid the scorching heat 
of the day. In the morning, they sorted through their catch to 
prepare the good fish to be sold at the fish market.

The fishermen were accustomed to work hard. They often 
toiled for hours without success and yet were always ready 
to try once more (Luke 5:5; John 21:3). Many of Jesus’ 
apostles were fishermen: Peter, Andrew, James, and John. 
(Matthew 4:18–22; Luke 5:1–11).

Fish were the food of common people; Jesus fed the crowd 
of 5,000 with fish and bread (Matthew 14:13–21). 

In Matthew 17:27, Peter, at Jesus’ instruction, finds money 
for a temple tax in the mouth of a fish he catches.

Jesus used an illustration about fishing to describe the 
Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 13:47–50). 
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