
Jobs in the Bible – Carpenter
The Bible mentions several carpenters. Noah built the ark for the 
time of the flood (Genesis 6:14). Bezalel was the carpenter who 
made the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 37:1). Carpenters helped 
build King David’s palace (2 Samuel 5:11), as well as the temple in 
Solomon’s day (1 Kings 5:18), and later to rebuild the temple after 
the Babylonians destroyed it (Ezra 3:7).

In biblical times, the role of a carpenter was an essential trade, 
involving the construction and repair of wooden structures, tools, 
and furniture. Carpentry continues to be an essential trade today.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is referred to as the “carpenter’s 
son,” indicating Joseph’s profession (Matthew 13:55). Carpentry, 
as a trade, involves creation, repair, and building which is much 
like Jesus’ relationship to each of us; Jesus is our creator, and 
he continues to transform the lives of each individual and even of 
communities.

Jesus told his disciples of a future building project of his: “I go 
and prepare a place for you” (John 14:3). The Son of God and the 
Carpenter of Nazareth is building a special place for each of us.
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