
Jobs in the Bible - Shepherd
The shepherd is one of the first professions mentioned in the 
Bible. (Genesis 4:2.) 

Sheep depend upon their shepherd to lead them to pastures, 
provide them with water, and protect them from danger. Many 
of the men and women of the Bible were shepherds. Abel, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Lot, Laban, Moses, Rachel, David, and 
Amos are a few examples of shepherds in the Bible.

Angels visited shepherds to announce the birth of Jesus while 
they were caring for their flocks on a nearby hill. (Luke 2:8–18.)

Because shepherds were common in Bible times, when Jesus 
would allude to shepherds in his teachings, the local people 
knew exactly what he was speaking about. 

A day in the life of a shepherd was long and strenuous, had its 
many dangers, and involved walking many miles in all types of 
weather. God chose to give many of the Bible heroes the job of 
a shepherd, and to One was given the highest job of all; Jesus 
is THE GOOD SHEPHERD. (Read John 10:11–18, Psalm 23, 
and Isaiah 40:11.)
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