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Animals in the Bible – Sheep
Sheep were a big part of life for people in the Middle East. Their 
wool, which was easily died, was used for making clothes, 
tents, and blankets. The milk and meat was a source of food. 
The horns of the rams could be used for drinking vessels and 
for pouring oil.
In biblical texts, sheep sometimes symbolized God’s people. 
(See Psalm 100:3.)

Jesus said: “The man who goes in through the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. The sheep hear his voice as he calls 
his own sheep by name and he leads them out” (John 10:1–5).

“I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep and they know me” 
(John 10:14).

After Jesus resurrection, he appeared to his disciples and 
asked Peter, “Simon, do you love me?” Peter answered him, 
“Yes, Lord.” Jesus then told him, ”Take care of my sheep” 
(John 21:15–17).

In a Psalm, King David tells us, “The Lord if my shepherd, I 
have everything I need” (Psalm 23).
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