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Heroes of Faith – John the 
Baptist
John’s birth was miraculous; he was born of elderly parents 
who previously had not been able to have children. (Luke 
1:7.) God spoke through John’s father, Zachariah, explaining 
that John would be a great prophet who would help bring 
back the people to God and prepare them for the coming of 
the Messiah. (Luke 1:67-80; John 1:6-8.)

John believed God and fulfilled his calling until his death. He 
lived a very simple life, wore clothes made of camel’s hair, 
and ate a simple diet of locusts and wild honey. (Matthew 
3:4.) People wondered if John was the Messiah, but he 
remind them that he was only a messenger preparing the 
way for the coming Messiah. “He is coming after me, but I 
am not good enough even to untie his sandals.” (John 1:19-
28; John 3:28-30.)

However, Jesus, when talking to the people about John, 
said: “I assure you that no one who has ever lived has been 
greater than John the Baptist.” (Matthew 11:7-15.)
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